Grade Three Unit Plan

Introduction Your Notes Here

This unit plan has been designed to provide an overview of the ways that plants are important to other living things and the
environment. The majority of the unit focuses on understanding what plants are and their role in our local environment. Ways that
plants are important for other living things are explored in detail in lessons 7.and 8. The nal lesson provides an examination of the
impacts of introduced plant species on local ecosystems. The unit concludes with a suggested action learming project to enhance
local habitat through the use of native plants. Linked activities have been provided for most lessons should you wish to further
explore a given topic.

How to use this Unit Plan

The Unit Plan was developed assuming two 30-40 minute Science blocks per week with one entire morning or after-
noon block fora eld trip to a local wetland ecosystem.

A 6-week implementation, broken down into 10 lesson plans, is outlined in the following Unit Plan Chart . The time line is variable
based on the activities you choose. Teaching suggestions are given in the Tips section. The Assessment column indicates that an
Assessment Tool and Rubric is available and can be found on the Teacher CD. The Dragon y Symbol indicates that the lesson has a
component of physical activity. e,

Resources used to develop unit plan:

Project WILD this activity guide contains 121 activities focused on environmental and conservation education.
Leap Into Action! Simple Steps to Environmental Action - this resource will assist you and your students in choosing,
planning and implementing action learning in your classroom.

Wild BC provices numerous publications and workshops for educators. Over 20 activity guides developed to increase environmental
literacy are available. To obtain any of the publications listed above, please contact Wild BC at 250 356 7111 or 1 800 387 9853 or visit
our website at www.hctf.ca/wild.htm
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Lesson at
aGlance

Lesson 1

Visual Vocabulary
Project WILD p. 161
One 30-40 min block
Any Season

Indoor or Outdoor

Lesson 2

What's Native?

C. MacDonald
One - two 30-min
blocks

Spring/Fall
Indoor or Outdoor

X

WildBC  Siainia

Grade Three Unit Plan

Summary

Goal: building a word bank for plants.

How: students review vocabulary
through use of pantomime.

Goal: discovering local plants and
animals.

How: students classify pictures of native
and non-native plants and animals.

ActNow

B.C. Min. of Education
Learning Outcomes

Life Science
Describe ways in which plants are important to other living
things and the environment

Life Science
Compare familiar plants according to similarities and i erences
in appearance and life cycles
Describe ways in which plants are important to other living
things and the environment

Linked Activities

Wild Words ... AJournal
Making Activity
Project WILD p. 82

Colour Crazy (use plants
instead of animals)
Project WILD p. 11

Who Lives Here?
Project WILD p. 220

Sciencein Action
Ecosystems

Assessment Teaching Tips

3 Vocabulary you may wish to use for this activ-
ity: tree, seed, branch, roots, leaves, sun, rain, growing,
camou age, forest, annual, broadleaf, conifer, deciduous,
evergreen, stem, trunk.

3 This lesson has been adapted from the activity
What s Wild?- Project WILD p. 2
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Lesson at
aGlance

Lesson 3

Plant Stations

C. MacDonald

Two 30-min blocks
Any Season

Indoor

Lesson 4

Urban Nature Search
Project WILD p. 127
40 90 minutes
Fall/Spring
Outdoors

X

WildBC  Siainia

Grade Three Unit Plan

Summary

Goal: recognizing local plants.

How: students work through ve
stations to learn about plants.

Goal: exploring local ecosystems
How: Students go outside to observe

an environment, using a questionnaire
to assist in gathering data.

ActNow

B.C. Min. of Education
Learning Outcomes

Life Science
Compare familiar plants according to similarities and
di erences in appearance and life cycles
Describe ways in which plants are important to other living
things and the environment
Describe how plants are harvested and used throughout the
$easons

Processes of Science
Ask questions to foster investigations and explorations
Life Science
Compare familiar plants according to similarities and
di erences in appearance and life cycles
Describe ways in which plants are important to other living
things and the environment

Linked Activities

What's for Dinner?
Project WILD p. 46

Forest in a Jar
Project WILD p. 133

Wildlife is Everywhere!
Project WILD p. 18

Science in Acton

Assessment

3

Ecosystems

Teaching Tips

When creating stations, use the following catego-
ries: matching cards with live samples; matching shapes to
plant features; comparing life cycles (seeds, bulbs, under-
ground stems, etc); use by other creatures (food, nesting,
cover, etc); seasonal use by Aboriginal peoples.

For each of the  ve stations, create an activity sheet
to guide students at the station.

When designing the questionnaire for your
students, place emphasis on plant life rather than animal
Species.

Questions could cover topics such as: Which plants
grow where; what is the smallest/largest plant seen; was
wildlife seen using plants; most unusual plant; familiar
plants; plants growing in sunny areas, shade, water, steep
slopes, etc; plants that look similar; plants that have seeds
on them; native vs. non-native plants.

You may wish to provide students with hand
lenses, discovery scopes and binoculars to focus attention.
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Lesson at
aGlance

lesson5 &
Seed Need
Project WILD p. 95
Two 30-min blocks
Fall

Outdoor

Lesson6 €
Native Plant Seek
C. MacDonald
One 30-min block
Fall/Spring
Outdoor

X

WildBC  Siainia

Grade Three Unit Plan

Summary

Goal: comparing seeds.

How: students gather seeds by going
outsice and wearing socks over their
shoes.

Goal: recognizing key features of native
plants.

How: students play an active

matching game identifying native
plants.

ActNow

B.C. Min. of Education
Learning Outcomes

Life Science
Compare familiar plants according to similarities and di erences
in appearance and life cycles

Life Science
Compare familiar plants according to similarities and di erences
in appearance and life cycles

Linked Activities

Colour Crazy
Project WILD p. 11

Forestina Jar
Project WILD p. 133

Science in Acton

Assessment

3

Ecosystems

Teaching Tips

This activity could be incorporated into the Urban
Nature Search.

When students have sorted their seeds, have them
carefully arrange the seeds into boxes drawn on a large
piece of construction paper. Photograph their seed collec-
tions with a digital camera.

If time permits, conduct the option in part 6 of the
procedure and have students plant the seeds they have
collected.

You may wish to have students plant their seeds
according to how they were sorted. Then when the plants
have sprouted it will be possible to compare the di erent
types of plants growing from the di- erent types of seeds.

Native Plant Seek is adapted from Are You Me?
Project WILD p.64
This activity could be incorporated into the Urban
Nature Search.
After conducting the activity, you may wish to take
your students outside totry to nd the native plants they
have just learned about.
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